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* * * Trees: Evergreens * * * 
      

Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) 

Mature Height: 50 – 80 feet   Mature Width: 20 - 40 feet 
Light: Sun/partial shade 
Soil: Medium moisture, well-drained with acidic pH. Avoid compacted clay. 
Needles: Bundles of 5, 3-6” long; remain for 2-3 years before dropping in fall.  
Cones: 6-8” long & slender, remaining on tree for 2 years. 
Fast-growing and long-lived, this is the largest conifer native to eastern North America. It needs room 
but can be used as an ornamental specimen, a windbreak, or in reforestation. Avoid open, windy sites, 
but is very cold tolerant. Use pine needle mulch over the root zone to lower soil pH. 

 
 

Norway Spruce (Picea abies) 

Mature Height: 40 – 60 feet   Mature Width: 25 – 30 feet 
Light: Sun 
Soil: Moist, well-drained, acidic. Does not tolerate poor drainage. 
Needles: 4-sided, stiff, ½-1” long. 
Cones: 4-6” long, cylindrical, green turning light brown as they ripen. 
Native to Europe, this large, pyramidal-shaped, medium- to fast-growing tree is used as an ornamental, 
in windbreaks, or as a screen. It provides habitat for birds, moths, and small animals.  
 

 
 

Northern White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis) 

Mature Height: up to 49 feet   Mature Width: 10 – 15 feet 
Light: Sun/light shade 
Soil: Average, medium-moist, well-drained. 
Leaves (not needles): yellowish-green, ¼” long with irregular, shorter points. 
Cones: oblong, ½” long, singly or in large clusters at branch ends.  
This native is conical- to pyramidal-shaped with dense, flat branches. It has a medium growth rate and is 
naturally found from swamps to upland limestone to lake and stream banks. It is used for windbreaks, 
hedges, wildlife habitat, and as an accent plant. 

 
 
 

* * * Trees: Deciduous * * * 
 

 

      Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 

      Mature Height: 60 – 75 feet   Mature Width: 45 feet 
      Light: Sun 
      Soil: Moist, acidic, well-drained. Tolerates compacted soil, salt & pollution. 
      Leaves: Turn russet to bright red in fall. 
      Acorns: Round & ¾-1 inch long. 
      This native grows as much as 2 feet per year with a broad, rounded form at maturity. Its acorns are the  
      food preference for blue jays, wild turkeys, squirrels, whitetail deer, and a variety of other wildlife. 
 
 
 

      Red Maple (Acer rubrum) 

      Mature Height: 40 - 70 feet   Mature Width: 30 – 50 feet 
      Light: Sun but tolerates some shade 

Soil: Average, medium to wet, well-drained. Tolerates a wide variety of soils, but prefers moist, slightly  
acid conditions. Has shallow root system that will buckle sidewalks or driveways if planted too close.  

      Leaves: Medium to dark green above; gray green below. Excellent orange-red fall color. 
      Wildlife food source and nesting site. Use as shade or specimen tree or in rain garden. 
 
 

 
 

      White Oak (Quercus alba)   
      Mature Height: 50 - 80 feet   Mature Width: 50 – 80 feet 
      Light: Sun 
      Soil: Rich, moist, well-drained loams. Tolerates drought, clay soil, dry soil & black walnut. 
      Leaves: Deep-rounded lobes are dark green, turning brown to dark red in fall. 
      Acorns: ¾” oval. Takes several years to begin producing. 
      This is a large, slow-growing, long-lived native prized for its hardwood. 
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http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/FullImageDisplay.aspx?documentid=8368


* * * Flowering Trees & Shrubs Excellent for Wildlife * * * 
 

      Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis) 

      Mature Height: 15 – 25 feet   Mature Width: 15 – 25 feet 
      Light: Partial sun. This is an understory tree in the wild. 
      Soil: Moist, well-drained. Tolerates alkaline and clay soils. 
      Flowers: White in spring. One of the earliest trees to flower, attracting early foraging bees. 
      Fruit: Purple/black berries begin to ripen in June and are very attractive to birds. 
      Leaves: Change from green to yellow then red in fall. 
      This is a medium-sized tree with single or multiple stems and multi-season interest. 
 
 
 

      American Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis)  

      Mature Height: 5 – 12 feet   Mature Width: 3 – 6 feet 
      Light: Sun, part shade 
      Soil: Moist, well-drained, acidic. Does not tolerate drought. 
      Flowers: White in summer. 
      Fruit: Dark purple to black berry produced in clusters in the fall. 
      This is a multi-trunked shrub that will sucker. Prune in early spring.  
 
 
 
 

       Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) 

      Mature Height: 3 – 8 feet   Mature Width: 2 – 6 feet 
      Light: Full sun, tolerates part shade. 
      Soil: Acid, wet soil. Adaptable to clay soil. Tolerates occasional drought & flooding, road salt.   
      Flowers: White clusters in spring. 
      Fruit: Purplish black to black clusters in late summer & autumn. 
      Leaves: Green turn to vibrant tones of red, orange & purple. 

Can become strongly suckering, so typically used in mass plantings, in woodland & natural gardens, 
For erosion control & in excessively wet soils. 
 
 

Red Osier Dogwood aka Red Twig Dogwood (Cornus sericea)  

Mature Height: 6 – 9 feet   Mature Width: 7 – 10 feet 
Light: Full sun to part shade. 
Soil: Organically rich, consistently moist soils. Tolerant of a wide variety of soils, including swampy. 
Flowers: Tiny, fragrant, white flat-topped clusters in spring. 
Fruit: Whitish clusters in summer that are attractive to birds.  
Leaves: Medium to dark green turn red to orange then purple in fall. 
Reddish stems turn bright red in winter, providing a showy display against snow. Use massed or as a 
specimen. Spreading roots help control soil erosion. Use also as a property line screen.  
 
 

 

* * * Native Wildflowers * * * 
 

Bergamot (Bee Balm)  (Monarda fistulosa) 

Height: 2 – 4 feet    Light: Sun to part shade 

Bloom Color: Pale pink-purple   Bloom Time: July-August 

Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Mint 

This is one of the best plants for foraging bumble bees. It also attracts other long-tongued bees (miner, 
cuckoo and leaf-cutting), bee flies, butterflies, skippers, hummingbird moths and hummingbirds. Flowers 
open continuously during the day, providing ongoing nectar. Foliage is susceptible to powdery mildew, 
so sufficient air circulation and sun should be provided. Larval host plant for the Hermit Sphinx Moth. 
 

 

Bottle Gentian (Gentiana andrewsii) 

Height: 1 – 2 feet    Light: Sun 

Bloom Color: Blue-violet   Bloom Time: August-September 

Habitat: Rain Garden    Family: Gentian 

Pollinated by bumble bees, which are the only observed insect capable of forcing open the pleated corola 
lobes. One of the last plants to finish flowering in the fall. Performs best where not in competition with 
tall grasses or sedges. NOTE: See Blue False Indigo at end of list if Bottle Gentian is not available. 
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Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis) 

Height: 2 – 4 feet    Light: Sun to part shade 

Bloom Color: Red    Bloom Time: July-September 

Habitat: Rain Garden    Family: Bluebell 

Attractive to butterflies and hummingbirds, few native plants have the intense color of this one. Delicate 
blossoms open gradually from bottom to top. Grow in moist areas of woodland or shade gardens, wet 
meadows, along pond edges, and in water or rain gardens.  
 

 
 

Columbine  (Aquilegia canadensis) 

Height: 2 – 3 feet     Light: Sun to part shade 

Bloom Color: Light pink or red/yellow  Bloom Time: April-May 
Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Buttercup 
This is a critical food source for returning hummingbirds in the spring. Also, a food & nectar source for 
bumblebees, hawk moths and other bees. Has a wide range of soil preferences as long as drainage is 
good. Prefers light to moderate shade. Foliage will remain attractive if kept watered. Name refers to the 
five spurs that resemble an eagle’s talon. 
 

 

Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea) 

Height: 2 – 3 feet    Light: Sun to part shade 
Bloom Color: Yellow    Bloom Time: May-June  

Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Carrot 
Larval host plant of the Black Swallowtail butterfly. Important early source of nectar and pollen for spring-
emerging insects. Small bees, like mining bees, are primarily responsible for pollination. Larger bees, flies, 
wasps, and butterflies visit for nectar.  
 
 

 
 

Marsh Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 

Height: 3 - 5 feet     Light: Sun 
Bloom Color: Pink    Bloom Time: July 
Habitat: Rain Garden; Bird food   Family: Milkweed 
Also known as Swamp Milkweed because of its preference for a wet habitat, it is the larval host of the 
monarch butterfly. It is an extremely popular nectar source with many species of bees, wasps, ants, 
beetles, flies, moths, monarch, swallowtail, and other species of butterflies. Hummingbirds also visit on 
occasion. Flowers have a strong vanilla-like odor. It has a tall, branching habit, erect flower umbels, and 
narrow leaves. 

 

Short’s Aster (Symphyotrichum shortii) 

Height: 2 – 3 ½  feet    Light: Part sun to light shade 

Bloom Color: Pale Purple   Bloom Time: August-October 

Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Aster 

A woodland native, this aster provides nectar for fall-foraging butterflies, bees, and parasitic wasps. The 

centers start out yellow then turn brick red after pollination. Branching along the upper half of the plant, 

it tends to lean sideways from the weight of the numerous daisy-like flowers. It prefers partial shade, 

moderately wet to dry soil with decaying organic matter like would be found in its native habitat. 
 

 

Wild Senna (Senna hebecarpa) 

Height: Up to 6 feet    Light: Sun 

Bloom Color: Yellow    Bloom Time: July-August 

Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Pea 

Although in bloom only a short time, flowers are visited by many pollinators including butterflies, solitary 
bees, and bumble bees. Larval host to sulphur butterflies. Abundant seedpods enjoyed by birds and plant 
is an important food source for game birds such as quail. Considered threatened or endangered in the 
northeastern US. Excellent backdrop for shorter perennials. Adds structure to the wildflower garden. 
 

 

Blue False Indigo (Baptisia australi ) NOTE: Available only as substitute IF Bottle Gentian unavailable. 

Height: 3 – 4  feet    Light: Sun 

Bloom Color: Indigo Blue   Bloom Time: May-June 

Habitat: Pollinator    Family: Pea   

Because of its size, this plant works well as a backdrop for other perennials or as a specimen or in small 

groups. It fits in cottage gardens, prairies, meadows or native plantings. Lupine-like spires of flowers 

attract butterflies. Flowers are followed by large pods that turn dark brown and provide winter interest. 

Tolerates rabbits, drought, erosion, clay soil, and dry soil. 
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https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/images/cardinal/lobelia_cardinalis_asheilman_lg.jpg


 
* * * Native Grasses * * * 

 
 

Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparius) 

Height: 2 – 3 feet    Light: Sun 

Bloom Color: -     Bloom Time: August-September 

Habitat: Pollinator; Rain garden; Bird food Family: Grass 

This warm-season, clump-forming prairie grass has blue-tinted leaves that turn purplish-bronze in the 
fall. It remains upright through the winter, providing visual interest. The caterpillars of various skippers 
feed on the foliage. Skippers look like a cross between a small moth and a small butterfly. The native field 
sparrow, tree sparrow, slate-colored junco and other small songbirds eat the seeds, especially in the 
winter. 

 

Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis) 

Height: 1 – 3 feet    Light: Sun 

Bloom Color: -     Bloom Time: August - October 

Habitat: Pollinator; Rain garden; Bird food Family: Grass 
This warm-season, clump-forming grass is a true prairie grass. It forms an arching mound of fine-textured 
green leaves then sends up slender stems topped by open flower panicles in late summer. These graceful 
stems move and dance with the passing breeze. Fall color is golden with orange hues fading to light 
bronze in winter. The seeds are eaten by sparrows and other songbirds from late summer into winter, 
including the Field Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, and Slate-Colored Junco. 

 
Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) 

Height: 5 – 8 feet    Light: Sun 
Bloom Color: -     Bloom Time: July-August 
Habitat: Pollinator; Bird food   Family: Grass 
The most widely distributed of prairie tall grasses, Big Blue was largely responsible for the formation of 

the famous prairie sod. The leaves and stems change color with the first frost to a deep red-bronze that 

provides landscape interest well into the winter. It will grow in almost any soil, from wet clay to dry sand. 

The iconic and distinctive three-parted seed heads resemble a turkeys foot, inspiring its alternative name 

- Turkey Foot. A warm season bunch grass, it is an important tool for erosion control. 
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